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had their head-quarters there.1 The police never
came near them, unless their quarrels took place too
often or ended in bloodshed. Few quarters of Borne
were as free as this: politics never entered it. At
ordinary times, not only was worship celebrated
without interruption, but the work of conversion
went on easily and quickly.2

Protected by the contempt which they inspired,
and not very sensitive to the mockeries of more
fashionable people, the Jews of the Trastevere thus
lived a very active social and religious life. They
had schools of haJcamim:3 nowhere was the ritual
and ceremonial part of the Law more scrupulously
observed.4 The synagogues were more completely

1   Casira lecticariorum, in the treatises De regionibus ur"bi$
Romce, regio xiv.; Canina, Roma antiea, pp. 553, 554.    Conf.
Forcellini, s. v. ledicarius.    The Syrus of the Latin comedies is
usually a Icctiearius.

2  Josephus, Ant. xiv. x. 8; Acts xxviii. 31.

3  Gonf. Corp. Inscr. Gr. No. 9908.    Garrucci, Cimitero, pp.
57, 58.

4  Conf. Hor. Sat. i. ix. 69 et seq.     Sueton. Augustus, 70.
Seneca, Epist. xcv. 47.    Persius, v. 179 et seq.    Juvenal, xiv.
96 et seq.    Martial, iv. iv. 6.    The Jewish epigraphy of Borne
bears witness to a population of a very precise ritual observance.
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